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Rig and Helicopter Arrive to Lebanon for Offshore Drilling 
Operations in Block 9 

 
Beirut, August 16th, 2023 – TotalEnergies, the operator of Block 9, announces the arrival of 
the drilling rig, Transocean Barents, on the block, at around 120 km off the coast of Beirut, and 
the first helicopter at Beirut Airport. This helicopter, contracted by TotalEnergies EP Block 9 
and operated by Gulf Helicopters, will transport the teams to the drilling rig. 
 
The arrival of the equipment marks an important step in the preparation of the drilling of the 
exploration well in Block 9, which will begin towards the end of August 2023. A site visit took 
place on August 16th at Beirut Airport in the presence of Mr. Walid Fayad, Minister of Energy 
& Water, Mr. Ali Hamié, Minister of Public Works & Transport along with representatives from 
the Lebanese Petroleum Administration.  
 
This visit was an opportunity to demonstrate the progress of activities as per the schedule of 
operations to which the partners have committed in January 2023. 
 

*** 
 
About TotalEnergies EP Block 9 – Lebanon Branch 
TotalEnergies Exploration & Production has been established in Lebanon since 2018, the year during 
which the two exploration and production agreements for blocks 9 and 4 were signed. As the operator 
of these two blocks, TotalEnergies completed the first exploration well ever drilled in Lebanese deep 
waters, in block 4 in early 2020, in accordance with its contractual obligations. With its partners, ENI and 
QatarEnergy, TotalEnergies is preparing to drill a second exploration well. This well will be drilled in 
block 9 during the year 2023. https://totalenergies.com.lb/en/exploration-and-production 
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About TotalEnergies 
TotalEnergies is a global multi-energy company that produces and markets energies: oil and biofuels, 
natural gas and green gases, renewables and electricity. Our more than 100,000 employees are 
committed to energy that is ever more affordable, cleaner, more reliable and accessible to as many 
people as possible. Active in nearly 130 countries, TotalEnergies puts sustainable development in all its 
dimensions at the heart of its projects and operations to contribute to the well-being of people. 
 
TotalEnergies Contacts 
TotalEnergies EP Block 9 – Lebanon Branch: (+961) 1 212 397 l caline.zgheib@totalenergies.com.lb 
 
Corporate Media Relations: +33 (0)1 47 44 46 99 l presse@totalenergies.com l @TotalEnergiesPR  
Investor Relations: +33 (0)1 47 44 46 46 l ir@totalenergies.com 
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Cautionary Note 
The terms “TotalEnergies”, “TotalEnergies company” or “Company” in this document are used to 
designate TotalEnergies SE and the consolidated entities that are directly or indirectly controlled by 
TotalEnergies SE. Likewise, the words “we”, “us” and “our” may also be used to refer to these entities 
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or to their employees. The entities in which TotalEnergies SE directly or indirectly owns a shareholding 
are separate legal entities. This document may contain forward-looking information and statements that 
are based on a number of economic data and assumptions made in a given economic, competitive and 
regulatory environment. They may prove to be inaccurate in the future and are subject to a number of 
risk factors. Neither TotalEnergies SE nor any of its subsidiaries assumes any obligation to update 
publicly any forward-looking information or statement, objectives or trends contained in this document 
whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. Information concerning risk factors, 
that may affect TotalEnergies’ financial results or activities is provided in the most recent Registration 
Document, the French-language version of which is filed by TotalEnergies SE with the French securities 
regulator Autorité des Marchés Financiers (AMF), and in the Form 20-F filed with the United States 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). 
 


